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is curious that the direct descendants of Thado are known, as
Shit-hloh. This Shit-hloh was the seventh in the direct line
from Thado, and it is said that up till his time the followers of
the direct line had been fewer than those of the Kipgen and
Haukip, but Shit-hloh was great in council and war, and
retrieved the fortunes of his family, and hence his name has
been adopted by them. Thus Thado remains as the true clan
name, while Shit-hloh, Kipgen, and Haukip are the names of
the families, which are further subdivided, as among the
Lushais, into many branches, mostly named eponymously.
The Kipgen and Haukip have always differed slightly from the
Shit-hloh. The reason given for this is that Thalun, the son of
Thado, was one day sitting outside his house with his wife, and,
being alone together, the lady was somewhat careless as to her
garments. Hearing some people approaching, Thalun told her
to adjust her dress, and as she did not at once comply he threw
a piece of wood at her and killed her on the spot. Being over-
come with grief and shame, he fled to another part of the
country and married again, the second wife being the mother of
Kipgen and Haukip, whereas Elmun, from whom the Shit-hloh
claim descent, was the son of the ill-fated first wife.

The number of branches into which these three families have
divided is very great, and the connection of all of them with
the parent stem is not very well established. Most of them are
now of but little importance, the members being much scattered,
but the Chhinchhuan, a branch of the Shit-hloh, and Chongput
and Hawlthang, both branches of the Haukip family, still are
of some importance. The Chhinchhuan chiefs rule over eleven
villages, containing 952 houses, in the southern portion of the
Manipur Hills, where they have been established certainly over
150 years. The Chongput and Hawlthang chiefs occupy sites
in the hills to the west of the Manipur valley, which were
assigned to them by Colonel McCulloch about 1850, and rule
over some 190 houses.

With the exception of the three branches just mentioned,
the Thados have broken up very much, and are found in small
hamlets scattered about the territory of totally different clans,
without any reference to locality or ethnographical con-
siderations.